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Shadows of The Pomegranate Tree
Summary
The novel, Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree by Tariq narrates a story that depicts cultural clash. The book begins with Christian soldiers burning books. The year is 1499 and Ximenes de Cisneros is the Archbishop that orders the storming of houses and libraries (Ali, 2013). The soldiers manage to carry scientific, medical and theological texts. Few books are kept apart and the rest burned in front of the citizens. According to Ali, this is a warning to the Moorish residents. There are chaos and disagreements between the ruling Christian King and his subjects regarding the freedom to practice Islam. Ximenes de Cisneros attends to see to it that Moorish residents get to choose between Christianity or exile (Ali, 2013).
However, Ali puts his emotions on a Muslim family outside the Gharnata. Banu Hudayl is a small family that is forced to adapt as the world around them losses its common lineaments. The life in the small village continues as if nothing has happened. Every family member seems to have different notions about life. For Hind and Khulthum, they have to wait for the culture to take its course. They are impatient of the life changes that would occur if they get married and for that reason, they can not wait. On the other hand, Zuhayr is the oldest son in the family and he is obsessed with Ibn Farid, a warrior in their community. Additionally, instead of being worried about the impending intrusion of their culture by Christian armies, he is involved in a sexual adventure with a maid. He wants to live to his standards while Zayid, who is the youngest boy in the family is concerned with his chess expertise. Farid Hudyl, the eldest member of the Banu Huydyl family indulges on illegal sexual encounters and that begets him al-Zindiq (Ali, 2013). The community seems to be under the umbrella of immorality as the son of al Farid, Miguel, engages in a sexual relationship with his mother. Another character that depicts immorality is Zahara who commits adultery out of wedlock with al-Zindiq. When al-Zindiq is threatened by Zahara’s father, he runs away and this makes Zahara change drastically- she becomes worse than a whore (Ali, 2013). I find Zahara interesting because the writer tries to show that the Muslim community has intellect women and yet the women, like Zahara, end up immoral and unable to uphold their culture. 
The Relationship between Muslims and Christians in Granada
The Christians and the Muslims in Granada were living in peace until the Christian rulers decided that every member of the Spanish Al-Andalus. The Moors were shocked that the Christians did not hold their part of the deal that was meant to allow religious free will. After the overturning of the treaty with the Moors in 1492, the Muslim kids were taught by Christians. This was one of the ways that Christianity was enforced into the Muslim community and it led to conversion. Ali shows the difficulties that came over the Moors after conversion. Some Muslims in the Moor community changed converted into Christianity for the sake of community’s development. Ali writes about how Christian armies became brutal to the shock of the Moors. He says “The success of the Catholic Church, its practical superiority, he had argued, lay in the fact that it did not even attempt to sweeten the bitter taste of its medicine” (Ali, 2013, p.124). The relationship between the Moors and the Christians was sour and there was no hiding it. It was widely made known that the Moors were supposed to give up their culture, language, and identity if they wanted to survive the Catholic rule.



Reference
Ali, T. (2013). Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree: A Novel(Vol. 1). Open Road Media.


